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Please note: This newsletter includes web links for further information on a number of stories. If you do not have access to a computer but would like further information on certain stories, please contact Liz Mercer at DAII: 

Tel: 020 7354 8925   or Email: liz@daii.org
DAII & local News and Events

Big Lottery Fund Award for DAII 

Let’s start with some good news stories this month!!!

We have been awarded a Big Lottery Fund (BLF) grant to run our Independent Living Information and Advice Service for the next 3 years! This means we will now be able to expand our service to offer more appointments and Drop-In sessions. We will also work in partnership with Camden Citizen’s Advice Bureau (CAB) to provide an on site Welfare Rights specialist. We are currently recruiting staff to fill the vacant posts. In the meantime, we can only offer a reduced service so please bear with us – we will soon be bigger and better! 

Camden CAB also provides a debt advice service at our offices twice a month, so get in touch if you have any debts, or money worries.

Islington in Bloom Awards

As you may know, DAII worked with Islington Greenspace in the past to develop the first accessible community growing spaces in the borough. Sandy Marks, an IDN member, is our lead green fingered maestro. She has created a wonderful growing space and many of us at DAII have been lucky enough to taste the fruits of her labours! We were therefore delighted to witness her receiving an Islington in Bloom Award at the annual ceremony on Monday, 3 October 2011. Sandy came first in the ‘Best Allotment and Food Growing Plot’ category and also received a Gold Medal award for her efforts!

The Food Growing Group now needs new members! So if you are you interested in growing your own veg, there are two raised-bed allotments near Holloway Road Tube station, which are fully accessible and new members are needed for 2012. The beds are aimed at wheelchair users or anyone who has a mobility issue.

This is an independent venture, and so it needs people who are willing to take on looking after the plot themselves. However, the allotments are cost free and the rewards will be great fresh vegetables! 

Planning what to plant in 2012 will start soon, so if you are interested in joining or would like to find out more, please contact Jemma Gross at DAII:

Tel: 020 7354 8925

SMS: 07949 577 347 (Text ONLY)

Email: jemma@daii.org
Getting out and Taking Part with DAII!
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Would you like to meet up with others for a leisure or social event, or to set up a support group? For example, to go swimming, to set up a film club or have a meal together…..

Or do you just want better access to mainstream opportunities?!

DAII can help you make this happen!! Please join us and have your say!!

Time: 11am-3pm (including free lunch!)

When: Wednesday, 2 November 2011

Where: Resource Centre, 365 Holloway Road, London N7 6PA

Booking Essential - See enclosed a flyer for booking details 
DAII Conference and Annual General Meeting AGM

Taking Control

Time:  10.30am onwards
When: Saturday, 26 November 2011

Where: Resource Centre, 365 Holloway Road, London N7 6PA

Disabled people are under attack on many fronts. Come and help us identify some of the priority areas for DAII to focus on and develop over the next 12 months. Members, service users, DAII friends and supporters of our work, partner organisations, as well as current and previous funders are all welcome to join us in an interesting and varied morning conference.  

Robert Good, a District Tribunal Judge, will talk about the tribunal appeal process against DLA and ESA decisions and will answer your questions. Workshops on campaigning priorities, combating hate crime and supporting disabled people into employment will give you the opportunity to share your views and experiences with others.

A tasty lunch and an opportunity to network will wrap up the morning. This will be followed by the AGM for DAII members. We look forward to seeing you there!

Booking essential: Please see enclosed flyer for booking details.

ATOS Demonstration at Business Design Centre

Disabled people from across London gathered at the Business Design Centre in Islington on Friday, 30 September 2011 as ATOS were recruiting staff to carry out the Work Capability Assessment. The aim was to make potential recruits and the public aware of the flawed assessment process and what many believe to be a lack of medical ethics involved in the testing procedure.

Andy Greene from DAII and Islington Disabled People against the Cuts (IDPAC) was there and has given us the following report:

Firstly, thank you to everybody who turned up on the day. It was a beautiful afternoon and for once, the demo gods were smiling on us. 

 

We had fantastic support. Over the course of the day, over one hundred people came along including many IDPAC members. We started at 12pm and the mood was very upbeat, noisy and colourful. There were lots of banners representing the different groups that supported us (including our new one – the old one is missing. If you come across it let us know!!): there was Kilburn Unemployed Workers' Group, Kensington and Chelsea TUC, Queer Fellowship, IHOOPS, WinVisible with speakers from PCS and ULU unions, National Autistic Network and DPAC (the UK-wide Disabled People Against the Cuts) amongst others. 

There was a large press/media presence on the day, including BBC Radio 4, Channel 4 News, Turkish and Chinese TV. Locally, The Gazette and The Tribune were there. Two IDPAC members -  Patrick Lynch and Rob Murthwaite - were interviewed for Channel 4 News, which broadcast that evening - the new "poster-boys" for the disability resistance movement!

We handed out hundreds of leaflets including a Press Release, letters to potential ATOS recruits and the open letter to the British Medical Journal (BMJ) group and the Royal College of Nursing (RCN). There was, in the main, a positive response to the leafleting, and many of those who got leaflets engaged with us, asked questions and were supportive.

 

When you see the kind of impact we can have when we flex our muscles, it is truly inspiring. I was very proud to be a member of IDPAC.

 

Looking towards the future, we have two BIG events later this month- see following articles for details! 

IDPAC Away-Day 

Time: 10am-2pm (Bring food to share)

When: Saturday, 22 October 2011

Where: DAII, 90-92 Upper Street, London N1 0NP
The Away Day is very important for local disabled people to a) clarify their own strategy; and b) prepare for the National Conference DPAC conference - see next article for details.
 

Please let Andy Greene know if you can attend.

Email: andy@daii.org  Tel: 020 7354 8925

Announcing the 1st National Conference of DPAC
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SCOPE Offices are fully accessible
Disabled People Against the Cuts (DPAC) – the national campaigning group against the cuts are holding their first Conference meeting. Come along and discuss your ideas to continue the fight against the cuts and threats to our independence.

Time: 10:30am-4:30pm (Lunch will be provided)
When: Saturday 29 October 2011 

Where: SCOPE Offices, 6 Market Road, Islington, London N7 9PW


If you would like to go, you MUST register. For more information, and to download a booking form, please go to: www.dpac.uk.net/2011/09/dpac-opens-to-members-2/
Transport - Tube: Caledonian Rd (5 mins) - Bus: 247 & 91

Inner Vision Orchestra

Inner Vision Orchestra is looking for visually impaired people in Islington who would like to make music together. 

You may be an experienced musician or new to music-making. But if you think it could be fun, then this is for you!

The Inner Vision music club will run at Outlook Islington (133 St John's Way, London N19 3RQ) and lead to some informal performances and to a big public show for those who would like to take part at the Pleasance Theatre, Islington in Spring 2012.

All types of music style will be encouraged plus a training opportunity for those who would like to develop skills in workshop leadership. Help with transport to and from the club will also be provided.

If you are interested, please phone the Baluji Music Foundation :

Tel: 020 7226 2094 Email: baluji@baluji.com
Halloween Party (Islington Daylight Centre)

You are invited to Daylight’s Halloween Party:

Time: 6:30pm till late 

When: Friday, 28 October 2011

Where: 14-16 Highbury Grove, London N5 2EA

£5 entry for all people with learning disabilities and their carers. Entry includes dinner, served at 8pm. 

As usual, there will be a prize for the best costume and fantastic 

raffle prizes. All money raised goes to the Daylight comfort fund.

Islington BSL Interpreting Service User Group Meeting 

Have you used the Islington BSL Interpreting Service? They want to know what you think!

They will also tell you about their move to a different building.

Time: 5.30 – 7.30pm

When: Wednesday, 2 November 2011

Where: Committee Room 4, Islington Town Hall, Upper St N1

Tea and coffee provided

If you would like to come along, please contact Debbie Conway on:

Minicom: 020 7527 6067  Fax: 020 7527 3275 

SMS: 07816 820795 Email: interpreter.signlanguage@islington.gov.uk
International Day

A message from Leonard Cheshire Disability:

To mark International Day of Disabled people in Islington, the Empower Islington Group and Leonard Cheshire Disability, supported by Islington Council, will be holding an event on Monday 5th December at the Assembly Rooms in Islington Town Hall. We are looking for individuals from the disabled community in Islington to get involved in the planning and delivery of the event.  

You are invited to get involved in one of the following ways: 

· Join the organising group, helping put together all aspects of the event and helping on the day; or

· Be part of an online consultation group, providing ideas and suggestions for content, and responding to general questions concerning the event; or

· Being informed and spreading the word to friends, family, colleagues, and anyone else who may be interested in getting involved or attending the day. 

To get involved, ask any questions or find out more, please contact Terri Wilson (Project Manager – Empower Islington):

Email: terri.wilson@lcdisability.org

Phone or text: 07500 443731

Skype: terri_Wilson

Other Disability News and Events…

Child disability cut to affect up to 170,000 families

 

The Government has released figures that its policy to halve disability benefit additions for low income and out of work families with disabled children will impact on up to 70,000 more families than it had originally estimated.

 

An online Petition has been set up that calls for the unfair plans to cut support by up to £27 per week for disabled children to be reversed. Don't let disabled children pay the price for welfare reform! 

To sign the petition, please follow this link: http://htmlemail.ncb.org.uk/link.aspx?linkclick=268080&linkid=4&campaignid=3517
Join the Hardest Hit Rally (22 October)

The Hardest Hit Campaign is arranging a rally to protest against cuts to disability benefits and services.

Time: Meeting from 11.00am with speeches from 11.30am

When: Saturday, 22 October 2011

Where: Outside London's GLA building, The Queen's Walk, London SE1 2AA

As the Welfare Reform Bill continues to make its way through Parliament, and local spending cuts begin to really bite, join 'the Hardest Hit' event in London to make your voice heard.

Events across Britain are planned one year on from the government's spending review, which set out the plans to cut public spending that many fear could see disabled people being the ‘hardest hit’.


An estimated 8,000 disabled people marched on Parliament early this year, to protest against the combined impact of local cuts and proposals contained in the Welfare Reform Bill. The local events on 22 October follow up this very successful march and rally.


Local events on 22 October are being held all over the UK. Details on the full list of events can be found at the Hardest Hit website: www.hardesthit.org.uk
Welfare Reform Bill – next steps

The coalition government’s Welfare Reform Bill is moving on to its next stage in the House of Lords sooner than expected.

The Bill went to Grand Committee in the House of Lords on 4 October, and is then expected to be debated on 6, 10 and 13 October. The Bill proposes the abolition of Disability Living Allowance and replacement with Personal Independence Payment, with the aim of cutting the recipients by 20%, and would create an arbitrary time limit for those receiving contributions-based Employment Support Allowance. It would also usher in a range of other major cuts.

Both disabled peers and a wide range of disability rights organisations have raised concern about the move of the committee stage of the Bill away from the main chamber of the House of Lords. The government’s decision to move the next stage of discussion into a less accessible venue followed a debate when more than 50 peers spoke out on the Bill. Many relayed the concerns of disabled people across the UK about the negative effect the Bill would have on disabled people's income and independence.

You can attend debates at the House of Lords by going to the Lords visitors’ gallery, more information is available at: www.parliament.uk/visiting/attend/debates
You can get more news, information about the next stage of the Bill and activities at the following link: 
· www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/september/welfare-reform-bill-2nd-reading
· http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/welfarereform
· www.disabilitynewsservice.com
You can get information on future activities at the following link:

www.disabilityalliance.org/dbchard3
Hidden in plain sight: EHRC publishes hate crime report

Disability hate crime that reaches the media and courts is just the tip of the iceberg, according to a new report published by Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC). For many disabled people, harassment is commonplace but accepted as inevitable. Crimes go unreported because disabled people fear they will not be believed or lack information about where to turn.

The ‘Hidden in Plain Sight’ report highlights the systemic failure by public authorities to recognise the extent and impact of harassment and abuse of disabled people, take action to prevent it happening and intervene effectively when it does. The report sets out seven core recommendations which state specific measures for each relevant sector, which EHRC believes will make a major difference.

More information and the full report is available at: www.equalityhumanrights.com
Health Select Committee calls for evidence on social care

The House of Commons Health Select Committee is inviting evidence to its inquiry on adult social care, particularly of those people of 65 years of age and older.

The inquiry will produce recommendations for the coalition government to consider as it prepares its Social Care White Paper, promised to be produced in 2012. The inquiry will consider:

· The practical and policy implications of the government’s plans for funding social care, and the recommendations made by the Dilnot Commission and the Law Commission;

· The scale and implications of existing variation in access to and charges for social care in England;  

· The practical and policy implications of the Government’s commitment to promote personalisation of social care;

· The barriers faced by recipients of social care when they wish to relocate, particularly with regard to the portability of assessments;

· Economic regulation of the social care system including a regime that can mitigate against the failure of social care providers; and

· The practical and policy implications of the Government’s stated commitment to promote integration between health and social care services. 

The deadline for submitting written evidence is Wednesday 26 October.

More details are available at: www.parliament.uk/business/committees
The following 3 articles are reproduced in part from the Transport for All newsletter.
Disabled and older people demand bus improvements

Two hundred transport activists descended on Westminster on 6 September to demand that Transport for London (TfL) and bus companies make buses more accessible for older and disabled people.

The event marked the launch of the On the Buses report, which highlights the extent of problems older and disabled people face on London’s buses. The report found that

· One in four buses did not pull right into the kerb

· On 42% of buses, passengers were not given time to sit down

· On 48 occasions, the wheelchair ramps did not work

Campaigners gathered at Camden bus station, Liverpool Street bus station, Vauxhall bus station and Marylebone bus station, waving placards and flags; and chanting and cheering for accessible transport. They then rode buses to Westminster, where they posed tough questions to a panel of transport providers.

The panel, which included representatives from London Travelwatch (www.londontravelwatch.org.uk), TfL, and bus companies Arriva, Stagecoach and London United, were challenged on issues ranging from information at bus stops for blind and visually impaired people; how to make sure people with learning disabilities feel safe from harassment or abuse on the bus; and getting hearing loops installed on all London buses.

The event was part of a campaign to urge Transport for London and bus companies to ensure that all Londoners, including older and disabled people, are able to board buses safely, and travel with the same freedom and independence that other Londoners take for granted.

Campaign demands include:

1) That bus companies to directly involve older and disabled people in bus driver training.

Currently, while all drivers receive training on disability, there are concerns that the content of this is inadequate and not sufficiently practical and ‘real life’. Bus drivers must be rigorously trained to pull in tightly to the kerb, not move off before they have reached the bus stop; ask buggy users to vacate the wheelchair space and give passengers time to sit down.

2) That highway authorities to ensure all bus stops are accessible

Only 50% of bus stops in London are fully accessible – though this varies from 83% in Kingston on Thames to only 34% in Richmond. TfL have recently cut their target for making bus stops accessible from 75% to 65% by 2017/ 2018. Transport for All think the target should be 100%.

3) That TfL to include the views of older and disabled people in bus design 

Accessible vehicle design – including seats that are high enough that older people can rise from them easily, and a wheelchair space large enough that wheelchair and pushchair users need not compete for it – is crucial to buses which everyone can use.

The chair, London Assembly Member Jennette Arnold, closed the event by urging the audience to continue campaigning locally on these issues, and to respond to the Mayor’s Transport Accessibility Implementation Plan.

Disability Capital 2011

The Mayor of London’s free Disability Capital Conference 2011 is back in town after a two-year absence. It will take place as follows:

Time: 9am – 4.30pm
When: Thursday, 20 October 2011

Where: Platinum Suite at London’s Excel Centre, One Western Gateway, Royal Victoria Dock, London E16 1XL

This year it will run alongside Naidex South (www.naidexsouth.com) - the disability, homecare and rehabilitation exhibition.

It could be your chance to challenge Mayor Boris Johnson, Chair of Transport for London, and Maria Miller, Minister for Disabled People! Just submit the questions you wish to raise when you register to attend. For more information, and to register, go to: www.london.gov.uk/event-meeting/2011/oct/disability-capital-conference
There will be five main sessions on Olympic legacy, transport, hate crime, volunteering, London debt strategy, changing faces, invisible disability and disability equality in practice. 

Transport for All Director, Faryal Velmi, will be speaking during the accessible transport session, alongside representatives from Transport for London. This promises to be a lively discussion on the future of London’s transport network, and what must be done to make it fully accessible, reliable and affordable. 

This will also be the first time Boris Johnson has attended since he became Mayor of London in 2008. Hopefully, the event will focus on the civil rights of disabled and Deaf people living and working in London, as it has in the past.

To register for the Disability Capital Conference, please visit: www.exporeg.co.uk/visit/sites/f2fevents/dcc/11/vis/login.asp
To view access information for the Excel Centre, please visit: www.excel-london.co.uk/visitors/disabledaccess
New regulations on scooters on buses

The Confederation of Passenger Transport (CPT) has launched a Code of Practice aimed at regularising the carriage of mobility scooters on buses. 

The Code sets out which models of scooter are allowed on buses, and which are not, based on size. It does not currently apply to London.

With ever increasing numbers of people using mobility scooters, this voluntary regulation has been cautiously welcomed by older and disabled people. For more information on the Code, please visit:

www.cpt-uk.org/index.php?fuseaction=newsevents.details_news&news_id=720
In London, Transport for London’s policy is that scooters are allowed onto buses subject to the discretion of the driver. The Big Red Book, the guide to bus driving used by all London bus drivers, states “As a general rule, if you think the wheelchair will fit safely into the wheelchair space, it is okay to allow it but large motorised scooters with handlebars cannot travel on buses.“

In practice though, confusion reigns and scooter users state that bus drivers are inconsistent in their attitudes. The situation is worsened because the Big Red Book carries a confusing picture which suggests that anything with handlebars cannot be allowed on the bus.

Transport for All believe that it is fair that some of the largest scooters are not allowed on buses, as the heaviest can break ramps and block the aisle. But many scooters are substantially smaller than some of the powerchairs and pushchairs which are regularly carried on buses. Clearly, the current system in London is unfair and unjustly bars some scooter users from being able to use buses to get out and about beyond the very small radius their scooter’s battery life will allow them.

Transport for All urge anyone considering buying a mobility scooter to check what models are allowed on buses.

Your experience with your MP as a disabled person?

A request from Maria Zedda a disabled training director who runs her own company. Maria is currently doing some research on a project supported by the Office of Disability Issues (ODI) and is looking to hear about disabled people’s experiences in approaching and engaging with their MP or their staff. 

If you are a disabled constituent who has been in touch with your local MP, please email her with answers to the following questions: 

1) Why did you decide to contact your MP?

2) How did you start the process? (Did you go on their website, did you email or call them on the phone?) 

3) If you used their website as a starting point, did you find it accessible and with access information about their surgeries, meeting places?

4) Who got back to you? (the MP or their staff?) 

5) How was the process of setting up the meeting, did they ask you for extra requirement or did you have to tell them?

6) Once you told them your access needs how did the MP or his/her staff go about making it happen?

7) When you got to the meeting, were your access requirements met?

8) How was the MP’s (and that of their staff) attitude towards you?
9) How did you feel afterwards, did you get the feeling that your MP was able to help you or listen to your concerns?

10) If there was a follow up, did it happen and were you satisfied with the outcome? 

Your replies are treated in confidence, so please email me at mzedda@wideaware.co.uk by 21t October 2011. 

No real names will be used. The stories will help to inform the design and development of an e-learning project, aimed at increasing MPs’ awareness. 

And finally……….

We have experimented with the layout of the newsletter this month, so let us know what you think!! Contact Liz Mercer at DAII: 

Tel: 020 7354 8925 

Email: liz@daii.org
Also, just to let you know for the time being we will be producing the newsletter every 2 months so expect the next one in early December.

If you have any comments on any of the items from this month or if would like to have something included in the next IDN Newsletter, please contact Liz Mercer at DAII:

By post: 
Disability Action in Islington (DAII), 

                   90-92 Upper Street, London N1 0NP

By phone: 020 7354 8925 

By email:   idn@daii.org
Disclaimer: As well as information about our own services and campaigns, DAII passes on information on services or events offered by other organisations/individuals.  This does not mean that we endorse or support the services, events or organisations/individuals concerned. Readers are advised to check details for themselves and make their own judgements.
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